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WHEN HER PERFECT ROMANTIC GETAWAY IN THE WOODS
IS RUINED BY THE APPEARANCE OF THE OMINOUS
'INDIAN MOTHER', NISHA MUST FIGHT THE OBSTACLES
OF HER IMMIGRANT PAST, IN HOPES OF EVER HAVING AN
AMERICAN FUTURE.

DRIVING DOWN A DARK AND STORMY ROAD, NISHA AND
JIM EVENTUALLY MAKE IT TO THEIR SPECIAL CABIN
VACAY OUT IN THE WOODS. BUT NISHA CAN'T SHAKE THE
FEELING THEY'RE NOT ALONE.

BETWEEN TRYING TO GET IT ON WITH JIM AND CLEANING
TO DISTRACT HERSELF, SHE DISCOVERS - SHRIEEEK! HER
WORST NIGHTMARE, COMPLETE WITH ANGRY WHACKING
LADLE AND SENSIBLE SHOES! AS MUCH AS SHE TRIES TO
DODGE AND HIDE FROM THIS TRADITIONAL FORCE IN
HER LIFE, IN THE END, NISHA MUST FACE HER FATE,
WELL..NOT QUITE ALONE.
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GROWING UP IN THE U.S. AS A CHILD OF IMMIGRANTS, THERE IS A DUAL
LIFE ONE CONSTRUCTS THAT GENERALLY INVOLVES SLINKING AROUND
LIKE AN FBI AGENT, REVEALING NO MORE THAN IS ABSOLUTELY
NECESSARY TO OVERLY STRICT PARENTS. IT TAKES ITS TOLL,
ESPECIALLY SINCE IT OFTEN CONTINUES INTO ADULTHOOD. FAST
FORWARD AND YOU FIND YOURSELF IN A CONSTANT BATTLE OF
LIFESTYLES, WHEN YOU JUST WANT TO MAKE BOTH YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY HAPPY. THUS, THE CREATION OF THIS HORROR COMEDY SHORT.

IT BREAKS THE GENRE MOLD BY FEATURING A WOMAN OF SOUTH ASIAN
DESCENT AND HER INNER FEARS AROUND OBLIGATION. IT POSES
QUESTIONS THAT ARE IMPORTANT FOR OUR SPECIFIC PSYCHES, YET
HONORS CLASSIC HORROR EMBLEMS WHICH BROADER AUDIENCES
KNOW AND LOVE, INCLUDING THE YOUNG COUPLE IN THE WOODS,
THUNDER AND LIGHTNING, SHADOWY UNKNOWNS - AND OF COURSE, A
GHOSTIE DAD. (I'M POSITIVE THAT'S A MAINSTAY.) IT'S FUNNY BECAUSE
THE JUGGLING ACT OF THE MAIN CHARACTER IS RIDICULOUS. IT IS
INSANE TO NOT STAND UP TO YOUR PARENTS AS AN ADULT. BUT IT'S
ALSO A PART OF LIFE FOR THIS SEGMENT OF THE AMERICAN POPULACE
WHO OFTEN HAVE TO FIGHT TO FEEL LIKE THEY ARE AMERICAN, EVEN
WHEN BORN AND RAISED IN THIS COUNTRY. NO ESCAPE IS A WAY TO
INTEGRATE US INTO SOMETHING AS AMERICAN AS APPLE PIE AND LET
OUR EXPERIENCES BE PART OF THE SOCIETAL CANON, TOO.
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LEENA KURISHINGAL (DIRECTOR/ WRITER/ PRODUCER/ LEAD)

LEENA KURISHINGAL IS A SAG-AFTRA PERFORMER OF 18 YEARS WITH A FILM DEGREE FROM COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO IN HER BACK
POCKET. SHE CROSSED INTO WRITING THANKS TO A DIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP FROM THE UPRIGHT CITIZENS BRIGADE LA, WHERE SHE
STUDIED IMPROV, SKETCH, AND CHARACTERS. THIS LED TO COLLABORATION WITH THE ALL WOC SKETCH GROUP, SOUL SISTA COMEDY.
SHE ALSO WROTE, DIRECTED, AND PRODUCED A ONE-HOUR SKETCH VARIETY SHOW PONDERING INDIAN IDENTITY FOR STAGE CALLED
INDIA & YOU: AND ME. AND EVERYBODY. LEENA FOCUSES ON IMPERFECT FEMALE CHARACTERS, LEARNING TO THRIVE AS SUCH, AND
INTEGRATING INDIANS INTO THE AMERICAN CULTURAL FABRIC. SHE HAS SINCE RECEIVED THE UCLA PHYLLIS GEBAUER SCHOLARSHIP
FOR TV WRITING, PITCHED SHORT FORM CONTENT FOR BITE-SIZE HORROR UNDER FOX DIGITAL, AND BECOME A WAVE GRANT
RECIPIENT FOR EMERGING FEMALE DIRECTORS.

TIMOTHY FARRELL (PRODUCER)

TIMOTHY FARRELL IS A DGA MEMBER AND PRODUCER WHO CHAMPIONS INDEPENDENT CINEMA. A GRADUATE OF COLUMBIA COLLEGE
CHICAGO, HE IS PRIMARILY BASED IN THE MIDWEST AND HAS COLLABORATED ON INDEPENDENT SPIRIT/JOHN CASSAVETES AWARD-
WINNER GIVE ME LIBERTY (CANNES DIRECTORS FORTNIGHT), SUNDANCE-PREMIERING NATIVE SON, BLACKOUT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS’ BE
THE MOVEMENT, MELANIE LAURENT’S GALVESTON, STEPHEN CONE’S PRINCESS CYD, AS WELL AS MAINSTREAM HITS LIKE NETFLIX’S
EMILY IN PARIS. TIM MOST RECENTLY CO-PRODUCED ON ALEX HELLER’S MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS DRAMEDY THE YEAR BETWEEN,
PREMIERING AT TRIBECA FILM FEST AND CO-STARRING STEVE BUSCEMI AND J. SMITH CAMERON.

J. H. ROGERS 111 (EXECUTIVE PRODUCER/ EDITOR)

J. H. ROGERS IIT IS AN EMMY NOMINATED PRODUCER AND AWARD-WINNING FILMMAKER THAT STUDIED AT COLUMBIA COLLEGE
CHICAGO. HIS EDUCATION IN FILM BEGAN HIS HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR YEAR, WHEN HE TOOK INTRODUCTORY FILM COURSES AND HAS
CONTINUED THROUGH TO THE SCREENWRITER’S GROUP IN CHICAGO, UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF DAN DECKER. AS A SCREENWRITER,
JOHN HAS WRITTEN SEVERAL SCREENPLAYS IN THE PAST 20 YEARS COVERING MOST EVERY GENRE INCLUDING ACTION, HORROR,
THRILLERS, AND DRAMAS. IN 2014, JOHN WAS NOMINATED FOR AN EMMY AWARD IN THE CATEGORY OF OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
FOR DOCUMENTARY PROGRAMS FOR HIS AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY, MOUND BAYOU: JEWEL OF THE DELTA. JOHN PRODUCES AND
EDITS UNDER HIS CHICAGO BASED PRODUCTION COMPANY, THE SAXON PARLOR.

MARISSA JO CERAR (EXECUTIVE PRODUCER)

MARISSA JO CERAR IS A NAACP IMAGE AWARD AND HUMANITAS PRIZE WINNING WRITER-PRODUCER. WITH A PASSION FOR SOCIALLY
CONSCIOUS STORYTELLING, SHE STARTED AS A WRITER AND PRODUCER ON HIT SERIES SUCH AS NETFLIX’S 13 REASONS WHY,
FREEFORM’S THE FOSTERS, FOX’S SHOTS FIRED, AND HULU’S THE HANDMAID’S TALE (FOR WHICH SHE SHARES NOMINATIONS FOR THE
EMMYS AND THE WRITERS GUILD AWARDS FOR OUTSTANDING DRAMA SERIES). SHE HAS SINCE CREATED AND ACTED AS SHOWRUNNER
FOR ABC’S WOMEN OF THE MOVEMENT, HULU’S BLACK CAKE (IN CONJUNCTION WITH KAPITAL ENTERTAINMENT AND OPRAH WINFREY’S
HARPO FILMS), AND MOST RECENTLY HAS MADE A DEVELOPMENT DEAL FOR HER ORIGINAL SERIES BIRTHRIGHT AT NETFLIX.



DANIEL IZUI (DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY)

DANIEL IZUI HAS SPENT OVER A DECADE WORKING AS A CINEMATOGRAPHER AND STILL PHOTOGRAPHER ON THE WEST COAST AND IN
THE MIDWEST. HE HAS CREATED WORK FOR BELOVED COMPANIES LIKE THE ONION AND QUESTAR ENTERTAINMENT. HIS MOST RECENT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS INCLUDE BEING DP ON THE UPCOMING CHERI OTERI PROJECT SERIES ZEN ROOM AND SECOND UNIT DP ON THE
FEATURE FILM GOOD GUY WITH A GUN, WHICH CONTINUES TO WIN AWARDS ON THE FESTIVAL CIRCUIT FOR BEST FEATURE (EDINBURGH
FILM FEST INT’L, LULEA INT’L, GOVERLA CINEMA LOVERS) AND BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY (LACA, SEATTLE FILM FEST NOM.). DAN HAS
ALSO LENT HIS EXPERTISE TO MANY CORPORATE CLIENTS INCLUDING COMCAST, BOOST MOBILE, DEWARS, AND PIZZA HUT.

MARK DAVIS (GAFFER)

MARK DAVIS IS A CHICAGO-BASED GAFFER, LIGHTING CONSOLE PROGRAMMER AND PREVIOUS CHILD ACTOR. HE BEGAN EXPLORING
LIFE BEHIND THE CAMERA AT UNCSA'S SUMMER FILM SCHOOL AS A TEENAGER. HE DEVELOPED A FOCUS ON CINEMATOGRAPHY
WHILE STUDYING RADIO/TV/FILM AT NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY. AFTER GRADUATION, HE BEGAN FREELANCING AND CO-FOUNDED
ATLAS LIGHTING LLC, A LIGHTING & GRIP RENTAL HOUSE IN CHICAGO. MARK LEFT ATLAS LIGHTING IN 2019 TO FOCUS FULL-TIME ON
HIS LIGHTING CAREER. IN ADDITION TO WORKING ON TV SHOWS LIKE THE CHI, FARGO, AND THE BEAR, MARK HAS WORKED AS A
COMMERCIAL GAFFER, KEY GRIP, AND PROGRAMMER FOR BRANDS INCLUDING FACEBOOK, LINCOLN, WAL-MART, ALEVE, ART VAN,
AND GRANT THORNTON.

JOHN WONG (SOUND DESIGNER/ MIXER)

JOHN WONG IS A SUPERVISING SOUND EDITOR, RE-RECORDING MIXER, AND SOUND DESIGNER. OVER THE COURSE OF HIS CAREER HE HAS
WORKED ON A VARIETY OF MEDIUMS INCLUDING FILM, TELEVISION, AND VIDEO GAMES . JOHN’S FEATURE AND TELEVISION WORK HAS
BEEN SHOWN ON SHOWTIME, AMAZON, MAX, LIFETIME, AND OTHERS. JOHN’S ATTENTIVE AND INNOVATIVE TAKES AT SOUND DESIGN
HAS LED HIM TO WORK ON SUCH PROJECTS AS GUNNER, ASKING FOR IT, AND INJUSTICE: GODS AMONG US, JUST TO NAME A FEW. ALONG
WITH HIS STELLAR SOUND DESIGN, JOHN IS KNOWN FOR HIS WORK AS A RE-RECORDING MIXER AND SUPERVISING SOUND EDITOR ON
FEATURES (5LBS OF PRESSURE, ROBOTS, FINDING YINGYING), AND NETWORK TELEVISION SHOWS (WORK IN PROGRESS, DEBUNKING
BORAT, SOUTH SIDE).

OSCAR JASSO (MUSIC COMPOSER)

OSCAR JASSO IS FILM COMPOSER AND ACCOMPLISHED PIANO TEACHER FOR OVER 20 YEARS. HE BEGAN HIS UNDERGRAD STUDIES IN PIAN
PERFORMANCE AT THE CONSERVATORIO DE LAS ROSAS (MORELIA MICHOACAN, MEXICO), AND CONTINUED AT ESCUELA NACIONAL DE
MUSICA (UNAM MEXICO). WHILE LIVING AND STUDYING IN MEXICO CITY, HE PERFORMED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. HE TOOK MASTE
CLASSES WITH THE EMINENT FRENCH PIANIST BERNARD FLAVIGNY, AND CANADIAN COMPOSER PETER CLEMENS. HIS INTEREST IN
COMPOSITION WON HIM A SCHOLARSHIP TO STUDY WITH THE ITALIAN COMPOSER FRANCO DONATONI. HE RELOCATED TO CHICAGO
WHERE HE STUDIED COMPOSITION WITH ROBERT LOMBARDO, DON MALONE, PIANO WITH DR. BRUCE BERR AT ROOSEVELT UNIVERSITY,
AND ALSO STUDIED FILM SCORING AT COLUMBIA COLLEGE. OSCAR’S MUSIC HAS BEEN PERFORMED IN MEXICO, CHINA, AND THE UNITED
STATES. HE HAS SCORED A VARIETY OF FILM PRODUCTIONS, INCLUDING ONE PRODUCED BY THE FBI, THAT HAVE BEEN FEATURED IN
SEVERAL FILM FESTIVALS AROUND THE WORLD. HE IS A MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY OF COMPOSERS AND LYRICISTS.



LEENA
KURISHINGAL
(NISHA)

LEENA KURISHINGAL HAS
BEEN SEEN ON STAGE
AND SCREEN, HAVING
RECURRED ON ABC’S
GENERAL HOSPITAL AND
APPEARED ON NBC’S
QUANTUM LEAP,
CHICAGO FIRE, PD, &
MED, STARZ’S GASLIT,
EPIX’S GET SHORTY, AND
MORE. (PLEASE SEE
PRODUCER BIO)

PARVESH CHEENA
GHOST DAD (VO)

NOMINATED FOR AN ANNIE, THE
AMBIES, & BEHIND THE VOICE
ACTORS AWARD FOR ANIMATION,
PARVESH HAS BEEN GRACING
SCREENS IN ALL THE WAYS FOR
THE LAST 20 YEARS, FROM
BARBERSHOP IN CHICAGO TO THE
MANDALORIAN IN LA. HE’S BEST
KNOWN AS SERIES REGULAR GUPTA
ON NBC’S OUTSOURCED AND THE
RECURRING SUNIL ON MY CRAZY-
EX GIRLFRIEND.

MIKE MONREAL
(JIM)

VETERAN OF COMEDY
TRAINING PROGRAMS
UCB, GROUNDLINGS, & 10
WEST, MIKE MONREAL IS
A SAG-AFTRA
PERFORMER WHO HAS
BOOKED NATIONAL
COMMERCIALS FOR
HONDA, BANK OF
AMERICA, & MORE. HE
RECENTLY APPEARED ON
ABC'S WOMEN OF THE
MOVEMENT.

SHIVANI THAKKAR
(INDIAN MOTHER)

FOUNDER OF MKM
BOLLYSTARS, SHIVANI IS A
DANCER, CHOREOGRAPHER
AND SAG-AFTRA/AEA
PERFORMER. SHE
GRADUATED FROM USC
AND ATTENDED THE
GROUNDLINGS FOR
IMPROV. SHE MOST
RECENTLY APPEARED IN
THE FEATURE FILM FOUR
SAMOSAS AND COMEDY
SHORT MELONS.

GREGORY HOLLIMON
RENTAL OWNER (VO)

FORMER DANCER, SECOND CITY
NATIONAL TOURING MEMBER, AND
THEATER ACTOR, GREGORY HAS DONE IT
ALL. THIS INCLUDES APPEARING IN THE
FUGITIVE, LOSING ISAIAH, &
PORTRAYING BELOVED PRINCIPAL
BLACKMAN ON COMEDY CENTRAL’S
STRANGERS WITH CANDY (SERIES &
MOVIE). HE ALSO SHARES HIS GIFTS
THROUGH VOICEOVER AND CAN BE
HEARD ON BOB’S BURGERS.
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INDIAN MOTHER
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RENTAL OWNER
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WHAT WAS THE BUDGET?

WE COMPLETED THE PROJECT WITH 9,500 USD
AND A PRAYER.

HOW DID YOU FIND YOUR CAST?

LEENA WAS FORTUNATE TO HAVE WORKED WITH BOTH
MIKE MONREAL AND SHIVANI THAKKAR PREVIOUSLY IN
HER SKETCH SHOW, INDIA & YOU, AT THE PACK THEATER
IN LA. PARVESH CHEENA AND GREGORY HOLLIMON WERE
THE RESULT OF MANIFESTING AND FRIEND REFERRALS.

WHAT WAS PRODUCTION LIKE?

INTENSE! WE SHOT EVERYTHING OVER THE COURSE OF
THREE NIGHTS TO MAKE THE MOST OF OUR
BORROWED LOCATION AND TO GET THE BEST
AESTHETIC FOR THE FILM. SUNRISE ALWAYS CAME
JUST A LITTLE TOO SOON...ESPECIALLY IN JULY.

DID YOU GUY S HAVE A RAIN MACHINE??

NO! WE DID HAVE A MISTER, BUT IT MAGICALLY
RAINED IN TWO OUT OF THE THREE SCENES WRITTEN
AS SUCH!. IT BECAME TOO REALISTIC, HOWEVER, WHEN
LIGHTNING STARTED. THERE ARE A FEW ANGLES IN
THE CAR SCENE WHICH WE ONLY GOT ONE TAKE ON.

WHAT’S WITH ALL THE DEER?

THE DEER AND OTHER PREY ANIMAL MOTIF SETS UP
OUR PROTAGONIST BEING HUNTED BY HER OWN
WILEY APEX PREDATOR. THERE ARE A FEW WOLF
HOWLS, TOO, IF YOU LISTEN CLOSELY. (THANK YOU,
AMAZING SOUND DESIGNER, JOHN WONG!)

IS THIS BASED ON A TRUE STORY?

NO. LEENA HAS NEVER BEEN INSIDE OF A CABIN.

@NO.ESCAPE.FILM
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